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Verb + preposition + -ing (succeed in -ing /
accuse somebody of -ing etc.)

Many verbs have the structure verb + preposition (infforfabout etc.) + object.

For example:

verb +

preposition  + object

T

[f the obfect is another

We ralked

You must apolagise |

verb, it ends in -ing:

verb +

We talked
You musr apologise

about the problem, W
for what you said.

~ preposition + -ing (object)

Some more verbs with

this structure;

succeed (in)

insist {on)

think (of)

dream {of)
approve {of)
decide {against)
feel (hike)

look forward (to)

Have vou succeeded
Thev insisted

I'm thinking

[ wouldn't dream
He doesn't approve
We have decided
Do vou feel

I'm looking forward

about going to America,
for not telling the crurh,
m hnding a job vet?
[ on | paving for the meal.
of huving a house,
| of asking them for money.
of swearing,
| against moving to London.
| like going out tonight?
| 10 meeting her.

You can also say ‘approve of somebody doing something’, ‘look forward ro somebody doing

something’:

0 | don’t approve of people killing animals tor fun.
0 We are all looking forward to Peter coming home.

The tollowing verbs can have the structure verl + object + preposition + -ing:

congratulate (on)
accuse (of)

suspect (of)

prevent (from)

stop (from)

thank (for) ﬂ
excuse (for)

forgive (for)

verb +

— S ——_ -

[ congratuiated
Theyv aceused
Nobody suspected
What prevented
The rain didn’t stop
I forgot to thank
Excuse

Please forgive

object + preposition + -ing (object)

Liz on getrng a new' job.
us of relling lies.

the general  of being a spy.

You from coming to see us?

us from enjoving our holiday
them for helping me.,

me for being so late.

e for NOC WTITNIAR TO You,

You can say ‘stop somebody doing’ or ‘stop somebody from doing’:
0 You can'’t stop me doing what [ want,

or You can't stop me from doing what | want.

Some of these verbs are often used in the passive. For example:
00 We were accused of relling lies.
0 The general was suspected of being a spy.

Note that we say ‘apologise to somebody for ...":
o | apologised to them for keeping them waiting. (rot | apologised them)
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Exercises Unit 62

62.1 Complete each sentence using only one word.

1 Qur neighbours apologised tor .. M#£44 . so much noise,

2 | feel lazy. 1 don’t feel tike ... anywork.

3 T wanted to go out alone, but Joe insisted 0N i, With me,

4 ['m fed up with my job. I'm thinking of ... something else.

5 We have decided against ... a new car because we can’t really afford it.
6 1 hope you get in touch wicth me soon. I'm looking forward to

from you.

7 The weather was extremely bad and this prevented us from ..o..wwmmom. QUL

8 The man who has been arrested is suspected of ... @ false passport.

9 | think you should apologise 1o Sue for ... 50 rude to hien
10 Some parents don't approve of their children ....................... a lot of television.
11 I'm sorry | can't come to your party, but thank vou very much for ... MeE.

62.2 Complete each sentence using a preposition + one of the following verbs (in the correct form):

carry cause escape  ge interrupt live see solve spend walk

)| Do you feel ...xe 3994 our this evening?

2 It took us a long rime. but we finally succeeded . . the problem.
3 I've always dreamed ... RPN | I Small house by the sea.

4 The driver of the other car aﬂ.cused me . SR the accident.

5 There's a fence around the lawn to stop people . on the grass,
6 EXCUSE ME o ¥OU, DUT MY I ask you somethmg’

~ Where are you tthmg cinrnirsninnnnen. YOUT holiday this year?

8 The guards weren'r able to pre\ent rhe PIASOMET oo s ’

9 My bag wasn't verv heavy, but Dan insisted ... 1t fOr MEL
10 It’s a pity Paul can’t come to the party, | was reall» iool-ung forv»ard

62.3 Compiete the sentences on the right.

| . \
r -
! @ - 1t was nice of you to help ‘ Kevin thanked .. .m& for hupum hien

| me, Thanks very much.

=

o KEVIN
> £ i=— \ -
= ) t.{.\ I'll drive you to the Tom insisted ...
station. Linsist. |
WS TOM <

) y \
" J | hear you got married.

\» ™ Congratulations!

.

Dan congratulated me ..o

Yol DAN ®
4 @ | )t was nice of you to come Jenny thanked ..o
™ ta see me. Thank you.
s JENNY
§ —————x .
__ I'msorry | didn't Kate apologised ...
1 phane eariier.
You KATE
6 ARy Jane accused
<f._ You're selfsh J

Yol TANE

—= Additional exercises 27-28 (pages 318-19)
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Expressions + -ing
- When these expressions are followed by a verb, the verb ends in -ing:

It’s no use / It’s no good
0 There’s nothing you can do about the situation, so it’s no use worrving about it.
0 It’s no good crying ro persuade me. You wont succeed.

There's no point in

0 There'’s no pointin having a car if vou never use Ir.

0 There was no point in waiting any longer, so we went,
But we usually say ‘the point of doing something’:

0 What's the point of having a car if you never use ic?

[t's (nor) worth
0O I live only a short walk from here, so it’s not worth raking a taxi.
O Ouwr flight was very early in the morning, so it wasn't worth going to bed.

You can say that a film is worth seeing. a book is worth reading ecc. :
0 What was the flm like? Was i¢ worth seeing?
O Thieves broke into the house but didn't take anything. There was nothing worth stealing.

m Have difficulty -ing, have trouble -ing

We say ‘have difficulty doing something™ (#0?f to dok:
01 [ had no difficulty finding a place to live. (0t ditficulty to find)
0 Did you have any difficuity getting a visa?
| People often have difficulty reading my wrinng.

You can zlso say ‘have trouble doing something’:
0 | had no trouble Anding a place to live.

We use -ing afrer:

a waste of money / a waste of time
0 It was a waste of time reading thar book. It was rubbish.
) [t’s a waste of money buving things vou don't need.

spend/waste (time)
] He spent hours tryving 1o repair the clock.
) [ waste a lot of time day-dreaming.

(be) busy
01 She said she couldn’t see me. She was roo busy doing other things.

m Go swimming / go fishing etc.

We use go -ing for a number of activiries (espeaally sports!, For example, vou can sav:
go swimming go sailing go hishing go climbing go skiing g0 |0gging
Also go shopping, go sightseeing

o How often do you go swimming?

o I'd like to go skiing.

0 When did you last go shopping?

D I've never been sailing. (For gone and been, see Unit 70.)
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Exercises Unit 63

63.1

63.2

63.3

63.4

63.5

Make sentences beginning There's no point ... .

1 Why have a car it you never use it?

LTnerels no pownt . havend. &, car. o 40w, never. use. .
Why work if you don’t need money?

)

Don't try to stud.\' if you teel tired.

(V¥

Complete the sentences on the right.
N 1

~ < -
Shall we ger a taxi home? \ g No, it isn'r far. It's not worth . 888800 & SAxL . \

|
2 It you need help, why don’t vou It's no use ... . He
ask Dave? won't be able to do anything.
3 I don't really wanr to go out Well, stay ar home! There’s no point ...
ronight. e LE YO ON'E WARL O,
E Shall } phoune Liz now? \0. it's no good ......................................................................................
now. She won't be ar home,
S Are vou going to complain abour No, it's not worth .,
what happened? Nobody will do anything about it.
f Do vou ever read newspapers? No, [ think it's a waste
7 Do yvou want o keep these old No, let’s theow thetn away. Thev're not worth
' clothes? /oo ¢ 3

Write sentences using difficulty.
1 I managed to get a visa, bue it was difficule. I had difficulry .. et80e a visa
2 [ find it hard 1o remember people’s names.

L have dithculty _ o
3 Lucy managed 1o get a job without difﬁculty.

She had no . e -4
4 ltwon't be dnﬁgult to get a tILI\ct for the game.

YOu wWon't BAVE @nv i s s o

Complete the sentences. Use only one word each time.
1 Ir's a waste of money ..244g . things vou don't need.

2 Everv morning I spend about an hour ... S i the newspaper.
3 *What's Sue doing?” ‘She’s going away tomorrow, so she's busy -
4 I chink vou waste oo much time ..o, television,
5 There's a beautiful view from thart lu]l It’s worth . to the top.
6 IE'S DO USE s . for the job. | know I wouldn t get it.
7 Just stay calm. There's no point in .o, ANECY.
Complete these sentences with the following [with the verb in the correct form):
go riding go sailing go shopping go skiing g0 swimming
1 Barry lives by the sea and he’s got a boat, so he ofren . 8065 2&ing |
2 Iewas a very hor day, SO We i . in the lake.
3 There’s plenty of snow in the mountains, so we'll he 1blc 10
4 Helen has got two horses, She ... . T regularly.
5 ‘Where's Dan?” “He's ....ocvcos e« There were a few things he needed to buy.”

-+ Additional exercises 27-28 (pages 318-19)
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