Should 1

You should do something = ir is a good rhing ro do or the righr thing ro do. You can use should
to give advice or to give an opinion:

O You look tired. You should go 10 bed.

01 The government should do more to reduce crime,

(1 ‘Should we invite Susan to the party?"  *Yes, | think we should.’

We often use should with I think / [ don't think / Do you think ... i
1 1 think the government should do more to reduce crime.

0 I dont think you should work so hard.
O ‘Do yvou think 1 should apply for this job?"  “Yes, I think you should.

You shouldnt do something = it isn’t a good thing to do:
O You shouldn’t believe everything you read in the newspapers.

Should is not as strong as must or have to:
| O You should apologise. (= it would be a good thing ro do) .
| O You must apologise. / You have to apologise. (= you have no alternarive)

m You can use should when somerhing is not righe or what vou expecr:
} | wonder where Tina is. She should be here by now.

(= she isn"t here vet, and this 15 not normal)

0 The price on this packet is wrong. It should be £2.50,
not £3.50.

00 That man on the motorbike should be wearing a helmer.

We also use should ro say thar we expect something o happen:
1 She's been studying hard for the exam, so she
should pass. (= I expect her to pass)
71 There are plenty of hotels in the town. Ir shoulda't he difficulr ro find somewhere ra stav.
{= I don't expect it to be difficulr)

You chould have done something = you didn’t do it, bur it would have been the righe thing to do:
= You missed a grear party last night. You should have come. Why didn’t you?
(= you didn’t come, but it would have been good to come)
3 1 wonder why they're so late, They should have arrived long ago.

You shouldn't have done something = vou did it, but it was the wrong thing ta do:
0 I'm feeling sick. I shouldn't have eaten so much. (=1 ate roo much)
(1 She shouldn't have been listening to our conversanon. It was privare.
(= she was listening)

Compare should (do) and should have (done):
00 You loock tired. You should go to bed now.
| 1 You went to bed very late last night. You should have gone to bed earlier.

Ough ...

You can use ought to instead of should in the sentences on this pape. We say ‘oughr to do’
{with to):

[ Do you think 1 oughe ro apply for this job? (= Do vou think 1 should apply ... ?)

01 Jack ought not to go to bed so late. (= Jack shouldn’t go ...|

O Ir was a great party last night. You ought to have come.

01 She's been studying hard for the exam, so she ought to pass.
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For each situation, write a sentence with should or shouldn't + the following:

go away for a few days go to bed so late look for another job

put some pictures on the walls take a photograph use her car so much
1 Liz needs a change. She should go adway for & few deys. S
2 Your salary is very low. TN ettt st s i il -
3 Jack always has difficulcy getting up. He .o —-—
4 What a beautiful view! Yo oo B
5 Sue drives everywhere. She never walks. She ... ...
6 Bill's room isn't very interesting. T e —

Read the situations and write sentences with | think/l don't think ... should ... .
I Peter and Cathy are planning to get married. You think it's a bad idea.
L don't thunk Shey should get marvied. e el
2 Jane has a bad cold but plans [0 g0 out thls eVENIng. ‘l'ﬂu dont thmk thls 15 d good :du. ‘I’nu
meryepasliE s I R B I e S
3 Perer needs a job. He's just seen an adwms:mmt for a job which vou rhink wwld hi: ideal for
him, bur he's not sure whether o apply or not. You say ro him:
1 think .. e e e
4 The government wants to increase taxes, hu: vou don't thmk this is a good idea.

Complete the sentences with should [have) +'|hc verb in brackets,

1 Diane _.2"0wd PAss  the exam. She's been studving very hard. (pass)

2 You missed a great party last nighr. . You shoula have come | (come)

3 We don't see vou enough. You ... .. and see us more often. (come)
4 I'm in a difficule position. What do you think I —.eoeoeeeeeee ? (dol

5 I'm sarry that Ldidn's take vour advice, T o whar you said. (do)
& I'm plaving rennis wich Jane tomorrow. She .. . . . _ =she's much betrer

than me. (win)

e lost the march, But We s i« WE Were the better team. (win)
B ‘Is Mike here ver?' ‘Nor ver, bur he _ e T T here soon.” (be)

9 I posted the lerter three days ago.so it ... by nOW, {arrive)

Read the situations and write sentences with should/shouldn't. Some of the sentences are past
and some are present.
1 I'm feeling sick. I ate too much. | shouldnt have eaten so much. .

2 That man on the motorbike 1sn't wearing a helmet. That's dangemus.
Hf _Snould be wearyg a helmat,

B s e e et e e
4 The notice savs that the shop is open every day frum 8.30, It is !9 o'clock now, but the shop

AL BRI W e L . s
5 The speed limir is 30 miles an hnur but Kate is doing 50,
BB i e e o e

b l.aura gave me htr address but I dldnt write it down Nuw l can’t r:meml}er it.

1. e —

I was drnmg hrhmd anuther car, "':ud drnl}r, thc drnrl':.r in anr stopped wuhnut warning and |
drove into the back of his car. It wasn't my fault.

The driver in front .. o —— ———
8 I walked into a wall. l WS Imng behmd me. I -.-.-a-;.n"l: qulr.:ng whct-:*: [ was going,
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