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May and might 1

Study this example situation:

You are looking for Bob, Nobody is sure where he is, but you ger some suggestions.

'::H-r may be in his uf;‘b |= perhaps he is in his office)
( Where's Bob? ) (‘H' might be having IL::b |= perhaps he is having lunch)

——

Qﬁ* Ann, She might know. | (= perhaps she knows)
Wiy

We use may or might to say that something is a possibility. Usually you can use may or might,
S0 yOu can say:

O It may be crue. or It might be crue. (= perhaps it is wrue)

01 She might know. or She may know. 3

The neganve forms are may not and mighr nor {or mightn'):
O It may not be true. (= perhaps it isn't true)
O She might not work here any more. (= perhaps she doesn't work here)

Study the structure:

' . | be (true / in his office etc.)

| |
| yowhe (erc.) M3Y | (not) | be (doing / working / having etc.)
[ mighr

know [ work { want erc.

For the past we use may have (done) or might have (done):
0 A: 1 wonder why Kate didn’t answer the phone.
k: She may have been asleep. (= perhaps she was asleep)
0 A: 1 can’t hnd my bag anywhere.
B You might have left it in the shop. (= perhaps vou left ir in the shop)
0 A: | was surprised thar Kare wasn't ar the meeting vesterday.
B: She might not have known about it. (= perhaps she didn’t know)
0 A: I wonder why David was in such a bad mood yesterday.
B: He may not have been feeling well. (= perhaps he wasn’t feeling well)
Study the structure:

| been (asleep / ar home etc.)
Uvouwhe (etc.) :?th (not) have | been (doing ! working ( feeling etc.)
B known [ had / wanted / left erc.

e TS

Could is similar to may and might;
0 It's a strange story, but it could be true. (= it mav/might be true)
00 You could have left your bag in the shop. (= you may/might have left it)

But couldn't (regative) is different from may not and might not. Compare:
0 Sarah couldn't have got my message. Otherwise she would have replied.
(= it is not possible thar she por my message)
o | wander why Sarah hasn't replied to my message. [ suppose she might not have gor it.
(= perhaps she didn’t ger it, and perhaps she did)

Could —= Unit 27 May/might 2 — Unit 30 May | ... ? = Unit 37C  Might with if — Units 30B, 38C, 400
Modal verbs (can/could/will{would etc.] — Appendix 4



Exercises Unit 29

29.1

29.2

283

29.4

Write these sentences in a different way using might.

1 Perhaps Helen is in her office. —.ohe might be wn her office.

Perhaps Helenisbusy,. DR A S XA PO
Perhaps she is working, il
Pechape she WamB 0 DEalone. = comimemimmmrmermmme——————
5 Perhaps she was ill yesterday,. =
& Perhaps she wenr home early. e
7 Perhaps she had to go home early. .. . PP

8 Perhaps she was working vesterday.

L

+

in sentences 9-11 use might not.
8 Perhaps she doesn't wanr to see me,

10 Perhaps she isn’t working today. ..
11 Perhaps she wasn't feeling well vesterday. o

Complete each sentence with a verb in the correct farm.
1 ‘Where's Sam?' ‘I'm not sure. He might %2 Navind  Junch.’
2 ‘Who is thar man wicth Emily?" “I'm nor sure. It mighr . . ... ... her brother.’
3 A: Who was the man we saw with Anna yvesterdav?
B: 'mnotsure. It may .. _ her brother.
4 A: Whar are those people dmng b\ ttu: sn:lt of the road?
B: 1 don't know. They mught ... ... ’ tor a bus.
5 ‘Do you have a stamp?’ “No, but ask Simon. Hemay .. .. one’

Read the situation and make sentences from the words in brackets. Use mighi.

1 Ican't find Jeff anvwhere. I wonder where he is.
a (he/go/shopping) . He might have gove shopound, .

b (he/ play / tennis) .. He mght be playung tennis, o A SRS [ SO S .
1 I'm looking for Sarah. Do you know where she is?

a (she / warch / TV /in her room) S

b (hefgolomt) - =
3 Ican't find my umbrella. Have vou seen it?

A T T BRY i A A P S

b ivouf leave f in the restaurant last mghll e -
4 Why didn’t Dave answer the doorbell? I'm sure he was at home at the time.

a (he/go/ to bed early) . e

b (he ! not / hear / the dnurhcill ............... =

¢ (he/ be/in che shower) e, .

Complete the sentences using might not have ... or couldn’t have ... .
1 A: Do vou think Sarah got the message we sent her?

-

: I was surprised Kare wasn'r ar the meering. Perhaps she didn't know abour ir.

: That's possible. __SHe might not Mave known gboub o

: | wonder why they never replied to our letter. Do you think they mr.'cw:d 'Ii"

: Maybe not. They .. S S— -

: | wonder how the ﬁre stam'_-d Was it an acndem::'

: No, the police savir .. sk il PR e A

: Mike says he needs 1o see vou. Hl." rrn:d o ﬁnd you ytsn:rda}'
e e very hard. [ was in my office all day.

6 A: The man you spoke to — are you sure he was American?

BTG i ok B e i e e e .

B o M % B e B u

— Additional exercises 16-18 (pages 311-13)

: No. she would have contacted us. _.2he _couldnt have got tt "

59



KV May and might 2

We use may and might to talk abour possible actions or happenings in the furure:
O I haven't decided yer where to go for my holidays. [ may go to Ireland. (= perhaps [ will

go there)

1 Take an umbrella with you. It might rain later. (= perhaps it will rain)

[ The bus isn't always on time. We might have to wait a few minutes. (= perhaps we will
have 1o wait)

The negative forms are may not and might not (mightm't):
0 Liz may not go out tonight. She isn't feeling well. (= perhaps she will not go out)
0 There might not be enough time ro discuss everyrhing ar the meering. (= perhaps rhere
will not be enough rime)

Compare will and may/mighz:
= I'll be lare this evening. |for sure)
7 [ may/might be late this evening. (possible)

n Usually you can use may or might. So you can say:

O [ may go to [reland. or [ might go to Ireland.
= Jane might be able 1o help you. or Jane may be able to help you.

Bur we use onlv might (mot may) when the situation is nof real:

01 If [ were in Tom's position, [ might look for another job.
The situation here is not real because [ am not in Tom's position {so I'm not going to look for
another job). May is not possible in this example.

There is also a continuous form: may/might be -ing. Compare this with will be -ing:
01 Dan't phone at 8.30. I'll be watching the film on television.
1 Don't phone ar 8.30. I might be watching (or | may be watching) the film on television.

(= perchaps I'll be watching it)

We also use may/might be -ing for possible plans. Compare:
0 I'm going to Ireland in July. (for sure)
01 | may be going (or | might be going) to Ireland in July. (possible)
But you can also say ‘l may go {or | might go) ..." with liccle difference in meaning.

Rose and Clare have just missed the bus. The buses run every hour.

(What shall we do? Shall we walk? )
NS

(Wc might as well. It's a nice day anu"\"]
I

don't want to wait here for an huu:..f, ' a
, P
om |

We might as well do something = We should do
it because there is no better alternative. There
15 N0 reason not o dl:I It.

May as well is also possible.

O A: What bme are you going out?
B: Well, I'm ready, so I might as well go now.

O Buses are so expensive these days, vou may as well get a taxi. (= taxis are as good, no
more expensive)

60 Will be -ing — Unit 24 May/might 1 — Unit 29 May .. ? — Unit 37 Might with if — Units 38C, 400



Exercises

3o

30.2

103

0.4

3Ja.5

Write sentences with might,
I Where are you going for vour holidays? (to Ireland???)

Unit 30

| haven't decided yet. .l might go ®0 Irelamd. i i

It

What sort of car are vou going to buy? (a Mercedes???)
I'm not sure ver. [ s

3 Whar are yvou doing this weekend? (go to London???)

I haven't decided ver. ... o
4 When is Tom coming to see us? (on Saturday???|
Hee haisn®t said WEL. o e e
Where are vou going to hang thar picture? (in the dining room?37)
Ehian’s mpds np o mid Wee, o e

tay

6 Whart is Julia going to do when she leaves school? (go ro universiry???)
She’s still thinking aboutit. . ... S

Complete the sentences using might + the following:
bite break need watm slip  wake
I Take an umbrella with vou when vou po our. It ._"ht ramn  [ater.
2 Don't make roo much noise. You s . the baby,
3 Be careful of thar dog. It . . you,
4 1dan't think we should thrm-. tha'l Imer awav. ‘l.'l:"e it larer.
5 Be careful. The foorparh is very wy. You .2 . R
& Don't ler the children play in this room. They . - something.

Complete the sentences using might be able to or might have to + a suitable verb,

1 1cant help vou, but why don’t vou ask Jane? She . Mgnt be able to help s YO,
2 lcan't meet you thisevening, bue I . ;rnu [OMOrTow.
3 I'm nor working on Sarurday, but I . — . on Sunday.
4 1can come 1o the meeting, bur | . e e . before the end.

Write sentences with might not.

1 I'm nort sure that Liz will come to the party.
Liz mught rot come to bhe parby.

R e L e o e L s L I B e =

]

I'm nor sure that I'll go ourt this evening.

3 I'm not sure that we'll ger tickers for the concert,
RN e e g s ) e S

4 I'm not sure that Sue will be able to caome our with us this evening.

Read the situations and make sentences with might as well.

1 You and a friend have just missed the bus. The buses run E'I"E'.I'l'r'. hour.
You say: We'll have to wait an hour for the next bus. W& _might as well walk,

2 You have a free ricker for a concert. You're not very keen on the concert, but you decide to go.

Yousay: 1. . .. .. torhe concerr. It’s a pity to waste a free ricker.
3 You've just p:amm;l vour Iutchem Tﬂu stlll have a lot af paint, so why not paint the
bathroom too?

R . There’s plenty of paint left.

4 You and a friend are ar home. You're I:unred Theres a film on TV starting in a few minures,
You sav: .o . e . There's nothing else to do.

=+ Additional exercises 16-18 (pages 311-13)



