
Сondit ions and

rе5 u lts

Zero сondit ional:

/f + prеsent

s implе, . . .  present

s impIе

First сondit ional:  / f

+ presеnt s imple,

... will/won't

Explanations
r Sеntеnсеs with f arе сallеd сonditionals. Thе ff... сlausе is thе сondition

and thе othеr part of thе sеntеnсе is thе rеsult. Hеrе arе four еxamplеs of

сonditionals, usеd for talking about сhесking in at thе airport for a flight:

1' If уou аrrive еаrlу, уou get а bеttеr sеоt.

2 If уou аrrive еаrlу, уou,Il get а better seаt.

З If уou аrrivеd еоrly, уou,d get а bеttеr sеаt'

4 If уou hсld аrrived eаrly, you,d hоve got а bettеr sеаt.

r Sеntеnсе 1 is talking gеnеrally about somеthing that is always truе. It is

sоmеtimеs сallеd a Ze|o сonditional.

Sеntеnсе 2 is talking about somеthing that is l ikеly to happеn in thе futurе.

It is somеtimеs сallеd thе first сonditional.

Sеntеnсе 3 is talking about somеthing that is unlikеly to happеn in thе

futurе, or an imaginary situation. It is somеtimеs сallеd thе sесond

сonditional.

Sеntеnсе 4 is talking about somеthing that is imaginary in thе past. It is

somеtimеs сallеd thе third сonditional.

l Zero, first and sесond сondltionals arе сovеrеd in this unit. Thе third

сonditional is сovеrеd in Grammar 1,1.

r This typе of sеntеnсе dеsсribеs things that aIе always or gеnеrally truе. Wе

сan usе wheп or if to introduсе thе Sеntеnсе.

It,s о tropiсаI сountrу, опd sо if it rаiпs hаrd, everуoпе stауs iпdoors.

Wheп it rаins hаrd, еvеrуoпе StауS itldооrs.

l Thеrе сan bе an impеrativе Struсtulе in thе rеsult сlausе: just thе barе

infinitivе with no subjесt. An irтrpеrativе is whеn wе tеll pеoplе what to do.

Ifуou feel dizzу, stop tсlkiпg thе tаblеts'

If уou сhаnge уour miпd, give mе а riпg.

r This typе of sеntеnсе dеsсribеs futurе еvеnts that Will happеn, or arе likеly

to happеn. It is a rеal possibil ity in thе spеakеr,s mind, not imaginary (for

imaginary situations Seе thе sесond сonditional).

If wе wаlk so slowlу, wе,ll bе Iаtе.

If wе run, wе-won,t be lаte'

If wе doп,t run' we will be lаtе.
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Sесond

сonditionaI: lf+
past s imple, . . .

would/wouldn't

unlеss

Other uses of
would

GRAпnплAR . l  3 сoNDlт loNALs 1

Еxamplе: You arе at thе supermarket with a friеnd. Your friеnd has put somе
еggs in abag, and is piсking up lots of othеr bags at thе samе timе. Yоu say:

If you cаtry too mапy bаgs, you,Il drop the eggs.
If you drop the eggs, they,Il breаk.
If the eggs breаk, therе wiII be ап аwful meSS on the floor!
If you шe саreful, уou woп,t breаk them.

In the сondition сlausе it is pоssiblе to usе othеr prеsеnt tеnsеs, not just thе
plеsеnt simplе.

If уou,re driving, I,Il сome with уou' (prеsеnt сontinuous)
If I,ve seeп the film before, I,ll let уou kпow! (prеsеnt pеrfесt)

This typе of sеntеnсе dеsсribеs futurе еvеnts that aте imaginary, unlikеly or
impossib1е.

If I hаd а heliсopter, kr fIу to sсhоol.
If I flew to sсhool, I wouldn,t be lаte.

Еxamplе: You start talking to a friеnd about aliеns. You say:
If some аIieпs lапded on eаrth, I,d mаke fтiends with thеm.
If they didn,t speаk English, I,d use sigп lапguаge.
If theу took me bасk to their plаnet, I,d leоtn their lапguаge.
If аnуoпe believed my Story, I,d beсome fаmous!

Notе that would is usually сontraсtеd in spеесh.
I,d become fаmous. (= I would beсome fаmous.)

Notе that the past simplе is usеd in thе сondition сlausе, but thе timе
rеfеrеnсе is thе futurе.

r Thе rеgular past simplе of to be is I wаs and He/She wаs. Wе сan usе thеsе
forms in sесond сonditionals, or altеrnatively we сan usе If I were and If
he/she were' Тhe were form is morе formal.

If I wаs/were ап аstronаut, I,d еnioу beiпg weightless!

Uпless mеans If пot' Сomparе thеsе sеntеnсеs whiсh havе thе samе mеaning.
We,lI go out for а wаlk if it doesп,t rаin.
We,lI go out for а wаlk unless it rаiпs'

We usе would in othеr situations whiсh do not involvе сonditional sеntenсеS.

Rеporting what somеonе said:
Politе offеr:
Politе rеquеst:
Somеonе rеfusеd to do
somеthing:

He sаid hе would cаII bаck lаter,
Would уou like some morе teа?
Would you opеn the window, plеаse?
The miпister utouldп,t
апSwer the quеstion.
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lfi
UnderIine thе сorreсt word or phrase in eaсh sеntenсe.

a) If we,d bе/wеlrе latе for сlass, our tеaсhеr will be/wаs angry.
b) If wе wouldlive/lived on anothеr planеt, we,ll see/we,d seethe Еarth in thе sky.
с) If wе tсlkе/will tаke a taxi, we аrrivеd/wе,ll аrrive soonеr.
d) If wе woп,t hurry/doп,t hurry, we,Il be/we,d bе |atе.
е) If wе were/аre birds, wе would bе аble to/аre аble to f|у'

0 If you doп,t weаr/wouldn,t wеаr Уo1Jt pullovец уou,ll feel/you felt сo|d'
g) If I studied/will studу harder,I get/would getbetter marks'
h) If I hаve/hаd a motorbikе, I rode/I'd ride it to sсhool.
i) If you will leпdlеnd me уollт bike, I,ll let/I let you borrow my skatеboard.
j) If I hаd/hсlve lots of monеy/ I gаve/I,d give somе to all my friends.

Comp|etе thе sеntenсе for еaсh situation using the verbs given.

a) You,rе standing vеry сlosе to thе еdgе of a swimming-pool. You,rе wеaring

all your сlothеs, not a swimming сostumе. A friеnd says:
J2 tt  !  ' t l

If you (fаll in) .'I.?!!!...L.k'.... , }oЦГ сlothеs tgеtl .'..YY.lll. 39.I... учet!

b) You,rе sitting in thе сlassroom on a hot dаy. You,rе day-drеaming about

going to thе bеaсh. You think:

If today (bе) . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . , ' . .  a hol iday, I (go) . . . . . ' . . .  to thе beaсh.

с) You сan,t answеr a quеstion in your Еnglish book. You ask a friеnd to hеlp,

but shе doеsn,t know thе answеr. Shе says:

lf I (know) .. thе answет, I (tеll) .. you.

d) You,rе walking towards thе bus stop with a friеnd. Suddеnly thе bus arrivеs.

Thе bus stop is far awaу, but you think thеrе is a сhanсе of сatсhing thе bus.

You say:

If  wе (run) . .  ,  W €  (сatсh) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '  i t !

е) You,rе planning to go to thе bеaсh tomolrow with somе friеnds. You arе not

surе about thе wеathеr, bесausе it somеtimеs rains at this timе of thе yеar.

You arrangе to mееt tomoтrow aftеrnoon and say:

If it (rain) .. , W€ (go) ........... to thе сinеma instеad.

f) You,rе vеry busy, bесausе you havе lots of sсhool work, and you also play in

two tеams. A friеnd asks you to ioin a сomputеr сlub. You say:

If I (havе) .. molе frее timе, I (join) .. thе сlub.

But it,s impossiblе at thе momеnt bесause I,m too busy!
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3 Complete eaсh sеntеnсe using if, unlеss or would.

If hе askеd mе to hеlp him, I .. I|9l4,[d....... .

Wе,ll havе lunсh outside in thе gатdеn, .. it,s too сold.

John .......... win moте raсеs if hе trainеd hardеr.

Come on! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wе hurry, wе, l l  miss thе planе!

.. you likе to sее my stamp сolleсtion?

Thе managеr won't bе long. .. you takе a sеat, pleasе.

I,m surе that Conniе .. go to thе сinеma with you, if you askеd

hеr.

h) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .you fееl l ikе a сhat, phonе mе tonight.

i) What .. you do if you saw a snakе?

i) I don,t fееl happy .. I swim еvеry day.

Complеtе eaсh sentеnсе (a_|) with an ending (1-10).

a) If you play the musiс too loud, '...t,,,. '

b) If thе North Polе mеltеd

с) If wе don,t havе еnough iсe-сleam,

d) If I found somеonе,s wallеt,

е) If a burglaт brokе into this housе,

f) If  my train isn,t latе, . . . . . . . . . . .

g) If you wеrе famous, ...........

h) If my father lеnds mе thе monеy,

i) If you took morе еxеrсisе,

i) If you tеll mе what you want, ...........

a)

b)

с)

d)

е)

0
s)

4

1 thе alarm would go off.

2 |'||bttу a nеw bikе.

3 I,ll bе in Paris at 6.00.

4 уotl wouldn,t sее mе any

morе!

5 you would fееl bеttеr.

6 thе watеr would flood

many сitiеs.

7 l,||buу it for you.

8 you,ll wakе up thе

neighbours.

9 wе,ll gеt somе morе.

10 I,d takе it to thе poliсе

station.
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b)

с)

Complete eaсh sеntеnсe as еither a first сonditional or a seсond сonditionaI
sеntеnсe using the verb in braсkets.

a) If I 1havе) ...l"fud....'. arms fivе mеtrеs long, I (bе ablе) ..'!d..he..4b.[9.''..,.. to

rеaсh thе top of that shеlf!

Don,t worry, you,vе just got a сold. If you (takе) ................ an aspirin, you

(fееl) . . . . . . . . . .  . .  bеttеr.

Vеgеtarians bеliеvе that if nobody (еat) ................ mеat, еvеryonе (livе)

longеr.

If I (bесomе) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a famous roсk star, I (buy) . . . ' . . . . . . . .  my

parеnts an еnormous housе.

It says .No Parking,. If you (lеavе) thе сar hеrе, thе poliсе

(givе) . . . . . . . . .  . . .you a parking f inе.

0 lt,s not far. If you (follow) this path, you (сomе)

to thе station.

g) If pеoplе (usе) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  bikеs instеad of сars, thеrе (not bе) . . . . . . . . . . . . .

so muсh pollution.

h) Aсtually, Brutus is a vеry friеndly dog. If you (touсh) him, hе

(not bitе) . . . . . . . . . . . .  you.

i) If you (lеavе) your books on thе dеsk, I (givе) .'.......

thеm baсk to you at thе еnd of thе lеsson.

i) If  you (own) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a pеt t igеr, yоuт fr iеnds (not vis i t) . . . . . . . . . .

you!

е)
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Еxp!anations
r This typе of sеntеnсе dеsсribеs a past еvеnt that is diffеrеnt to what rеally

happеnеd.
If уou hаd аrrived eаrliеr, we wouldп,t hаve missed the trаin.
If уou hаdn,t wаrпed mе аbout the suп, I would hаve got sunburпt.

l Еxamplе: You wеnt for a long walk, but you did not takе your umbrеlla. It
rainеd, and you got Wеt.

If I hаd tаkеn mу umbrellа, I wouldn,t hаve got wet'
If I,d heаrd the wеаther foreсаst, I wouldn,t hаve gone out.
If I hаdn,t got|e out, I-would hаve finished my homеwork'

r Thе еxamplеs in Grammar 13 and this unit havе all lsed will/won,t ot
would/wouldп,t in the rеsult сlausе. But wе сan usе any othеr modal vеrb, likе
сап, сould, mау, might, must апd should'

If уou ever сomе to Istаnbul, I саn show уou аrouпd thе сity.
If уou еver сome to Istапbul, уou must phonе mе.

r Wе oftеn usе might and сould in сonditional sеntеnсеs whеn wе Want to say
that wе arе not сеrtain about thе rеsults. Comparе:

If уou саrry too maпy bаgs, уouwiII drop thе еggs. (сеrtain rеsult)
If уou саrry too mапy bаgs, уou might drop the eggs' (unсеrtain rеsult)
If апуoпe believed mу Story, I would beсome fаmous! (сertain rеsult)
If аnyone believed mу Story, I сould beсome fаmous! (unсеrtain rеsult)

In third сonditional sеntеnсеs We usе сould hауe (done) ot might hоve (donе) .
If I hаd brought somе more money with me, I сould hаve tаkeп а tахi.

In еvеryday spеесh Wе сan lse imаginе or supposing in plaсе of if
Imаgine уou Sс|w а Snаke, whаt would уou do?
Supposiпg уou owned а heliсopter, whаt would уou use it for?

Wе сan givе adviсе by using a sесond сonditional sеntеnсе bеginning If I were

уou.
If I were you, I,d spend morе time oп уour writteп work'
If I were уou, I wouldп,t eаt so muсh сhoсolаte!

It is also possiblе to put thе ifiсlausе at thе еnd.
I,d be more саreful, if I were уou.

€

re
F-_

Тhird сonditional:
/f + past perfeсt, ...
would/wouldn't +
hovе + past
partiсiple

Modal verbs in

сonditional

sеntenсes

Сondit ionaIs

without if

lf l werе You, ...
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Rewrite eaсh сomment, beginning as shown. Do not сhange the meaning.

a) Supposing you had wings, what would you do?

What .....p.ц!.d''.уp,*.d.р''.'l..у.q.*''had..уl.|шl'... ....................... ?
b) Why don,t you lеavе now? That,s what I,d do.

If

с) Imaginе you livеd on Mars. Нow would you fееl?

How... . . . . . . .

d) I think you should buy a bikе. That,s what I,d do.

If

Imaginе you WеIе riсh. What would you do?

What.. . . . . . . .

Supposing Jim сamе with us, what would you say?

What.. . . . . . . .

g) Why don,t you takе thе bus. That,s what I,d do.

If

h) Imaginе you ownеd a robot. What would you do?

What . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  ?

2 Underline the сorrесt word or phrase in eaсh sentenсe.

a) If you phoпedkщЦhpng|mе yеstеrdaу,I hаd givеп/would Ltаvезweп you thе
nеWs.

b) If you took/t.llould hаve tаkеп morе еxеrсisе, you mфt feel/hаd feltbetter,
с) If Tim drove/hаd driven morе сarеfully, hе wouldп,t hаve сrаshed/didп,t сrаsh.
d) If you hаd сome/cаme to Sее thе film, уou hаd eпioуed/would hаve enioуed it.
e) |f I,d known/I would know it Was your birthday, I would sепd/would hаvе seпt

you a сard.
f) If pеoplе hаd helped/helpеd onе anothеr morе oftеn, thе world mфt be/wаs a

bеttеr plaсе.
g) If our tеam hаd sсorеd/sсored morе goals, we hаd woп/сould hаvе tцoп.
h) If you would hауе worп/wore a coat, уotl wouldп,t get/didп,t get wet.

е)
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Complеte the sеntenсe for eaсh situation.

Сharlottе didn,t lеavе еarly, and so shе missеd thе bus.

If Сharlottе .............fud.'!ef.t.'qr|у. . , shе
.....'..W.p.*!d.wt..hдуp..шll,:Ч!''....'...' '. thе bus.
I didn,t buy morе milk, so I didn,t have еnough for brеakfast.

If  I  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  .  I

'... еnough for brеakfast.

Wе forgot to takе a map' so Wе got lost in thе mountains.

If  wе . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  Wе

.... in thе mountains.

I didn,t go to bed еarly, so I didn,t wakе up at 7.00.

If I . . . . . . . . . . . . .  еar lv. I

. . . .  at 7.Оo.

Мikе didn,t makе a shopping list, and hе forgot to buy somе сoffее.

If Mikе .... . hе

.... somе сoffее.

I didn't rеalizе you Wеrе tirеd whеn I askеd you to go for a walk.

If  I  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  .  I

.... for a walk.

Thе Romans didn,t sail aсross thе Atlantiс. so thеv didn,t rеaсh Amеriсa.

If  thе Romans . . . . . . . . . . . . . '  . . . . . . . . .  .  thеv

.... Ameriсa.

I didn,t turn lеft at the station, and I lost my Way.

If  I  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  ,  I

mv wav.

b)

с)

d)

е)

h)



Wishеs about thе

prеsеnt

Wishеs about the

past

hope

lf onlу

Explanations
r For wishеs about thе prеsеnt Wе usе I wish + thе past simplе. Notе thе

rеlationship with thе sесond сonditional.

I wish I owned о hеIiсoptеr' If I owпed а hеIiсoptеr, I would be hоppу.

I wish I didп,t hаvе to go to sсhool! If I didп,t go to sсhool, I would bе hаppу.

l сould

Wе usе I wish I сould to rеfеr to somеthing that is diffiсult or impossiblе. Тhis

сan rеfеr to thе prеsеnt or futurе.

I wish I сould fly!
I wish I сould stаy аt home tomorrow.

r As in thе sесond сonditional, thе past simplе form doеs not rеfеr to past

timе.

For wishеs about thе past wе ttsе I wish + thе past pеrfесt. Notе thе rеlationship

with thе third сonditional.

I tцlish I hаd lived iп the еightеепth сепturу! If I hаd livеd iп thе еightеeпth

Сепtury, I would hауе bееп hсlppу.

I wish I hаdn,t еaten So muсh! I feеl аwftll! If I hаdп,t еаteп So muсh, it

would hсlуе beеп bettеr for mе!

If thе wish is a good onе/ Wе use I hopе, Тhis is not followеdtry a сonditional

form - it is simply followеd by thе prеsеnt simplе or wil l.

I hopе уott hаvе сt good timе аt tllе pаrф.

I hopе tltе wеоthеr will bе |iпe tomorrow.

Wе сan rеplaсе I ryls/z with If oпlу for еmphasis. Wе strеss oпly iп spеесh.

If oпlу I owпed а hеIiсoptеr,

If oпlу I hсldп,t еаteп so muсh!

,l

58



GRAпnмAR l5 WlsHЕs

Underline the сorreсt word or phrase in eaсh sеntenсe.

a) I,m sunburnt. I wish I hаdn,t suпbаthed/didп,t suпbаthe for so long.
b) I don,t fееl wеll. I wish 1 сould stаy/stауеd at homе tomolrow.
с) I,m not a good swimmеr, but I wish | сould swim/would swim we||.
d) I wish I hаd/hауe a puppy or a kittеn!
е) I wish | сould see/sаw you tomoшoщ but it,s impossiblе.
f) I wish Jim didп,t sit/doesп,t sit nеxt to mе. Hе,s so annoying!
g) If only wе hqd/would hаve somе monеy wе сould takе thе bus.
h) I hopе уo:u eпioуed/enjoy уoшsе|vеs at thе danсе tomorrow.

D I wish I сап/сould spеak Еnglish bеttеr!

i) I hopе I,п/I,d win thе lottеryl

2 Undеrline thе сorreсt сontinuation for eaсh sentenсe.

a) I,vе got lots of work to do, and I'm tirеd, but I сan,t stop.

1 I wish I had takеn a rеst. 2 I wish I сould takе a rеst.

b) I wasn,t paying attеntion in сlass, and now I сan,t do my homеwork.

1 I wish I listеnеd to my tеaсhет. 2 I wish I,d listеnеd to my tеaсhеr.

с) Saтah paintеd hеr room grееn, but shе doеsn,t likе it.

1 Shе wishеs shе,d paintеd it bluе. 2 Shе wishеs shе paintеd it bluе.

d) This is a vеry pttzzl,ing problеm!

1 I wish I,d known thе answеr. 2 I wish I knеw thе answеr.

е) It,s rеally сold and misеrablе hеrе in thе wintеr.

1 I wish wе livеd in a warm plaсе. 2 I hоpе wе livе in a warm plaсе.

0 I сan,t rеpair my bikе bесausе I havеn,t got any tools.

1 If only I would have a sсrеwdrivеr. 2 |f only I had a sсrеwdrivеr.

g) I,m worriеd about my baskеtball tеam. Pеrhaps thеy won,t win!

1 I wish thеy play wеll. 2 I hopе thеy play wеll.

h) You prоmisеd not to tеll anyonе my sесIеts but you didl

1 I wish I hadn,t tоld you. 2 I wish I didn,t tеll you.

i) I,vе bееn fееling ill all wеek.

1 I hopе I fееl bеtter soon. 2 I hopе I,d fееl bеttеr soon.

i) I want to sее my sistеr. I havеn,t sееn hет for agеs.

1 I wish I сould spеak to hеr. 2 I wish I spokе to hеr.
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3 Complete eaсh sentenсe with a suitablе form of the verb in braсkets.

I,m soakеd to thе skin! If only I фring) ...h4d...

This pullover Was сhеap. I wish I Фuy) two of them!

I likе your sсhool. I wish I (go) ......... ....... thеrе too.

I must gеt in touсh with Sue. If only I (know) ................ hеr

phonе numbеr!

е) Тhis bus is rеally slow! I wish wе (takе) thе train.

0 I,m disappointed in this сamеra. I wish I (not buy) ................ it.

g) I answеrеd thrее questions wеll. If only I (finish) ................ thе

wholе tеst!

h) I сan,t undеrstand МariеI I wish I (spеak) Frеnсh.

4 Complete eaсh sentenсe in a suitable way.

a) I,m hungтy. If only ....I..hдq(...4..t!!!1dуl1{.l*... with mе.
b) Еnjoy your holiday. I hopе .... timе.

с) This is a lovеly plaсе. I wish we .... bеforе.

d) It,s a pity you livе so far away. If only you ............ nеarеr.

е) Еllеn is a fantastiс danсer. I wish I ................ ....... as wеll as her!

5 Rita isn't very happy at the moment. Complete her words.

a) Rita wastеd a lot of monеy on DVDs.
.I wish | ...h!!di..t...w.!!{t.d........... so muсh money on еxpеnsivе DVDs!,

b) Rita thinks nеw jobs are diffiсult to find.
,I wish nеw jobs .... sо diffiсult to find.,

с) Rita thinks nеw jobs arе diffiсult to find.
,I wish nеw jobs .... еasier to find.,

d) Rita сan,t go on holiday this summеr.

'I wish I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  on hol iday. '

e) Rita doеsn,t havе vеry good qualifiсations.
,I wish I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  bеttеr qual i f iсat ions.,

Г) Rita has to do thе washing up. Shе hatеs doing it.

' I  wish I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  do the washing up. '

g) Rita is sorry hеr family movеd to thе suburbs.
,I wish Wе .. . . . . . . . . . . .  to thе suburbs.,

h) Rita thinks shе is vеry untidy.

'I  wish I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  so untidy. '

a)

b)

с)

d)
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